
E CH O ’S  B I O  

A break out star in San Francisco’s thriving theater scene, Echo 
Brown has been featured in the San Francisco Chronicle, the 
Oakland Tribune, and KQED. After her mega-hit one-woman show, 
Black Virgins Are Not for Hipsters, which played to sold out houses in 
San Francisco, Berkeley, and Oakland for 2 years, Echo attracted the 
attention of casting directors, literary agencies, and international 
audiences in Dublin, Ireland and Berlin, Germany. 
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“Not since early Whoopi Goldberg, have I been 
so moved by a performer’s narrative.” 

 

–Alice Walker, author, The Color Purple 

“Powerful & Dazzling.” –KQED 

“A Bay Area Blockbuster.” –Oakland Tribune 

“One of the best shows of the year.” –SF Chronicle 

 

• 2 0 1 6: TE Dx  Pe ac e 
Plaza  Sp e aker  ( San  
Fran c isco )  

 
• 2 0 1 6: F e atur ed  o n 

the  C over of  
Busine ss Hero in e 
Magazine  

 
• 2 0 1 5: No min ate d 

for  O utst an d in g 
Sol o Pro du ct ion  b y 
Th eatr e Bay Ar ea 
Awar ds  

 
• 2 0 1 5: Named o n e of  

th e top ten b es t 
sh ow s of  2015 b y 
th e S F Ch roni cle 
KQ E D.  

 

C O NT A C T  

A B O U T  E C HO ’S  O NE  WO M A N S H O W   

Black Virgins Are Not for Hipsters is one of the highest grossing San 
Francisco theater productions of the past 5 years, generating over 
$200,000 in revenue during its 2 year run. The show was named one 
of the top ten best shows of 2015 by the San Francisco Chronicle 
and KQED. 
 

The show offers an incisive and side-splitting ride through the maze 
of race and romance in "colorblind" America, giving the audience an 
unfettered look at what it means to be a black woman attempting to 
find love in 21st century America. This high impact, dynamic show 
covers a range of topics including sexual assault, black femininity, 
gentrification, the prison industrial complex, racism and sexism. 
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LIGHTING 
 
BLACK VIRGINS ARE NOT FOR HIPSTERS has been performed 
in a variety of venues including: conference rooms, small black 
box theaters, large theaters with hundreds of seats, bookstores, 
and concert venues. The show is versatile and works in multiple 
platforms and can be performed with minimal tech capabilities.  
 
If available, the show uses the following lightening cues that are 
rotated throughout the show: 
 

• A main wash lightening set-up: Stage should be well 
lit and feel warm and inviting.  

• A dim wash lightening set-up: Stage should be dimly 
lit and still feel warm and inviting. 

• A bar scene lightening set-up: Stage should feel 
more sultry and dark, like inside a bar. 

• A tight white spotlight: A stark, focused center light, 
used primarily downstage. 

 
If the above lightening capabilities are available, Echo will 
provide a script that includes lighting and sound cues, which can 
be forwarded to the technical director ahead of time. Prior to the 
show, Echo will need about 3 hours to run through the cues. This 
can happen on the day of the show or one day prior to the show. 
 
MUSIC 
 
There are approximately 8 sound cues that are played during the 
show. Echo can provide MP3’s of the music via email and/or she 
can also bring a backup CD or thumb drive with the music on the 
day of the show. 
 
PROPS 
 
The only props used during the show are a small table and chair. 
The table remains stationery throughout the show, but Echo 
needs to be able to lift and carry the chair around the stage 
throughout the show. 

 

 

EchoBrown 
Technical Specifications for  

Black Virgins Are Not for Hipsters 
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917-538-7934 

  helloechobrown.com 

C O NT A C T  L I GHT I N G ,  M U S I C ,  P RO PS   
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                                                  The Art of the One Person Show 
    

This workshop combines writing exercises, stage techniques, and in class 
performance exercises to help participants work toward developing engaging and 
vibrant performance pieces centered on their own life narrative. Topics covered in 
this workshop include creating and performing believable complex characters, 
finding your narrative voice for the stage, and developing a dynamic story plot.  
 
Workshop Specifications: Most workshops can be taught as a 1-day, 4-week or 8-
week course. Number of participants per workshop varies by workshop. 

 

EchoBrown 
Workshops Offered by Echo  

brown.echo@gmail.com 

917-538-7934 

  helloechobrown.com 

Oakland, California 

C O NT A C T  

Ignite the Creative Fire Within: A Writing Workshop 
 
This workshop that combines writing exercises, creativity/spiritual awakening 
exercises, partner exercises, and group discussions. The workshop provides 
students with tools to help them reconnect to their own internal creative spark, 
dismantle creative blocks, and identify the difference between ego and genuine 
inspiration in creative work. 

 
  Transforming the Stage: An Intensive Performance Workshop 

 
In this intensive performance workshop, Echo introduces her unique approach to 
live theatrical performance. The workshop combines writing exercises, 
performance techniques for the stage, creativity/spiritual-awakening exercises, 
and in class performance exercises to help students develop dynamic and moving 
performance pieces. This workshop is for those wanting to add power, 
vulnerability, and depth to their work or beginners seeking a starting point for their 
creative expression on stage. 

 
Writing Trauma:  A One-Day Writing Workshop 

 
This workshop is an opportunity to investigate emotional wounds through writing 
and sharing in community. The workshop combines writing exercises, partner and 
group sharing, and community building activities to help participants reclaim and 
reframe traumatic experiences. 
 

WO R KS HO PS  
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Choosing the Unknown: How Irrational Choices Lead to  
Unexpected Success 

  
Through story, reflection, and insight, Echo discusses how several seemingly 
“irrational” career choices led to the incredible artistic success of her first one 
woman show, Black Virgins Are Not for Hipsters, which ran for 2 years to sold out 
crowds in San Francisco. Despite the fact that Echo had no previous acting or 
creative writing experience, the show grossed more than $200,000 and was 
hailed by critics as “One of the best shows of the year.” Echo attributes her 
artistic success to specific choices she made throughout her life, that seemed 
irrational at the time, but ultimately set her on an unexpected, yet deeply fulfilling 
career path of becoming a well-known storyteller and writer.  
 

Dreaming from the Sunken Place: The Challenge of Rising Above 
Institutional Obstacles 

 

In this talk, Echo discusses how close she came to not achieving her dreams 
due to unimaginable obstacles including poverty, racial discrimination, sexual, 
physical, and emotional abuse. Echo examines the factors that allowed her to 
transcend these obstacles, while so many of her peers, including her own two 
brothers, could not. Through her own personal experience, Echo reveals that 
achieving our dreams is not a solo endeavor, but a community effort that often 
depends on others recognizing our talent and potential and guiding us in the 
right direction.  
 

Talk Specifications: Talks can be expanded or condensed to fit 15 min, 20 min, 
or 1-hour format. Talks can also include workshop activities such as partner 
sharing, group discussing, and writing exercises.  
 

 
In addition to workshops and talks, Echo also offers individualized coaching 
sessions (in-person or virtually) on the following topics: 
 

•   Re-awakening creativity  •   Developing stage presence 
 

•   Reclaiming personal power •   Building a business around your art  
 

•   Public Speaking •   Audience engagement strategies 

EchoBrown 
Inspirational Talks & Coaching  

Offered by Echo  

Oakland, California 

brown.echo@gmail.com 

917-538-7934 

  helloechobrown.com 

C O NT A C T  

C O A C H I N G  

I NS P I R A T IO N A L  T A L KS  
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STAGE PHOTOS  
Echo Brown Critically Acclaimed Writer & Actress 
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HEADSHOTS  
Echo Brown Critically Acclaimed Writer & Actress 

















 

   
 
 
 

A"Black"Virgin,"a"White"Hipster"and"
the"Myth"of"Post;Racial"America!
By!Sam"Hurwitt!
May!13,!2015!

 
 
 

Echo Brown has hidden depths. Her new solo show at the Marsh, Black 
Virgins Are Not for Hipsters, seems at first like a bit of light 
entertainment. Brown plays a version of herself—a 23-year-old African 
American Dartmouth grad living in New York City. And the setup, as 
she puts it, is straightforward: “Ryan, the Brooklyn hipster from 
Portland, Oregon, is on his way over to deflower me right now.” 
Brown’s stage self is giddy and nervous. She calls her friend every few 
minutes. The rest of the time she tells all about herself, Ryan and what 
brought her to this momentous night.  
 
Brown is bright, bubbly and funny, and only gradually over the course 
of the one-hour show do we find out how hard-won and carefully 
cultivated that attitude is. 
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Her shyness with Ryan, her discomfort with compliments and the fact 
that she’s waited this long are all rooted in some serious self-image 
issues reinforced by the society she grew up in. She’s battled with the 
routine racism and sexism still prevalent in America, the kids who told 
her she was ugly because she was dark-skinned, the mother who warned 
her to just stay away from “mens” because they’re all no good. When 
Brown talks about these wounding things, her passion and vulnerability 
are devastatingly effective. 
 

The rest of the time the show is funny, with wry observations about, 
among other things, hipster culture and the racial politics of dancing. 
(There’s some audience participation involved in the latter bit.) 
Describing her Craigslist date’s beard and plaid shirt aesthetic, 
Brown says, “Ryan’s definitely a lumbersexual, and it really turns me 
on.” 
 

Brown is a magnetic performer, both as her effervescent self and in the 
personae of the often hilarious characters who pop up in her story. The 
character of her mother is insistent and larger than life, while Ryan is 
amusingly plodding in his speech. Her roommate is blithely chatty with 
a girlish interrogative lilt. 
 
Brown’s day job could be a play in itself — she investigates police 
officers charged with misconduct. The dismissively recalcitrant veteran 
of the force that she embodies as an example shows how difficult it is to 
make a dent in the entrenched police culture that’s been much in the 
news of late. 
 
There are one or two awkward moments that could be ironed out — 
most notably the most gut-wrenching scene in the play, a major 
revelation that gives us a whole new understanding of how important 
this night is to Echo. At first it’s unclear what’s going on or how we got 
there from the previous scene. The end of the scene packs a tremendous 
wallop; it’s just that it takes a little while for the viewer to catch up. 
 
But there’s so much powerful ground covered in the seemingly 
lighthearted setup of preparing for a date that it’s pretty dazzling how 
smoothly Brown makes it flow (with the aid of monologue maven David 
Ford and director Scott Plate). Black Virgins Are Not for Hipsters is an 
alternately intoxicating and sobering whirlwind of a show that’s well 
worth weathering. 
 



 

   
 
 
 

Realer&than&Real:&Echo&Brown&and&
‘Black&Virgins&Are&Not&for&Hipsters’&
&
When&she&talks&about&how&racist&the&Bay&Area&is,&compared&to&
NYC&or&Cleveland,&her&observation&seems&perfectly&aligned&with&
the&Bay&Area’s&glacial&coolness&and&assumed&superiority&that&
goes&with&occupying&this&stunning&bit&of&heaven.&
&

 
 
 

  5 out of 5 stars - 'Outstanding - Starkie!'&

BY&CY&ASHLEY&WEBB&I&03.28.2016&

The$Berkeley$Marsh$
Written&by&Echo&Brown&
Developed&with&David&Ford&
themarsh.org&

Echo Brown is in-your-face 
like your best friend on a 
good night. Catching her 
might be one of the most 
important things on the Bay 
Area theatre calendar. 
 
She’s incredibly bright, and 
funny, and sharp and 

embodies a dynamo of energy that beams out in a punctuated rhythm 
of self-irony, but most of all she is so deafeningly real, your brain 
will be bouncing like a ping-pong ball.  
 
She’ll confirm what black girlfriends say about how much easier it is 
to be a black woman in Europe, and a 1,001 other things that  
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don’t get heard, despite this perpetual conversation about race we 
always seem to be having. 
&

“Black Virgins Are Not for Hipsters 
tops anything I’ve seen this year.”&

&
When she talks about how racist the Bay Area is, compared to NYC 
or Cleveland, her observation seems perfectly aligned with the Bay 
Area’s glacial coolness and assumed superiority that goes with 
occupying this stunning bit of heaven, you start to wonder if the two 
are intertwined. “Voting for Bernie Sanders doesn’t make you less of 
a racist,” she posits. 
 
However, I’m getting ahead of myself here. Echo Brown’s one-
woman show Black Virgins Are Not for Hipsters first opened at the 
San Francisco Marsh back in April 2015, drawing rave reviews. After 
multiple extensions, it’s currently at the Berkeley Marsh through April 
23. 
 
To call this story of a tender-sweet Craigslist hookup a critique of 
hipster culture, that culture of privilege told in a false narrative of 
poverty, makes it sound lamely tedious. Brown is a funny, funny 
performer, riffing off everything from flannel-shirted lumber-sexuals 
to corporate whores and tech startups. 
 
However, something else is afoot. Brown works her audience, 
gathering the energy and focusing it before bringing it down with 
stories like the one of her brother’s parol hearing that had many in the 
audience in tears. You’ll want to linger after, to decompress while she 
tells you a bit about the work, developed out of a class with the 
Marsh’s David Ford. 
 
Black Virgins Are Not for Hipsters tops anything I’ve seen this year 
so far. You’ll feel a little more connected to the universe after seeing 
this and even maybe a little less alone. 




